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Rob Hutchins, Chair 
and Directors 

Cowichan Valley Regional District 
175 Ingram Street 
Duncan BC V9L 1N8 

Dear Chair Hutchins and Directors: 

Thank you for your letter of March 19, 2013, regarding the South Island Aggregates (SIA) 
application for a waste discharge authorization under the Environmental Management Act. 

Over the last year and a half, ministry staff have been involved in reviewing the proposal by 
SIA. In that time, input has been received from the proponent, agencies, consultants, local 
government, First Nations and the public through the permit assessment and consultation 
process. The ministry has considered the many issues raised and a technical evaluation has 
assessed the potential environmental impacts of the proposal, including impact on surface water, 
groundwater, air quality and potential impact to wildlife. Staff have also evaluated the proposed 
design elements or procedures in the application designed to provide protection for the 
environment. 

Those impacts and protective measures were compared against the ministry's standards for 
protecting human health and the environment, and a draft permit was created that is designed to 
provide an appropriate level of treatment and environmental protection. Consideration of the 
local geology has also been a significant aspect of the evaluation of the proposal. Compliance 
with the conditions of the draft permit, which include the discharge of all effluent below the 
appropriate British Columbia Water Quality Guidelines, is expected to keep the risk of surface 
and groundwater contamination low. 

Thank you for raising your concerns and those of the community. The ministry has provided the 
additional public review period to ensure we are aware of all the public's concerns with this 
proposal and the public is given as much opportunity as possible to comment on the application. 
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I appreciate the attention the Cowichan Valley Regional District has brought to the issue of the 
movement of contaminated soil into the region. The ministry is interested in continuing to work 
with all groups in the watershed to ensure that long term protection of the watershed is realized. 
This will be achieved by all parties actively taking their role in an integrated approach to all 
aspects of development and human activity in the watershed and the related cumulative 
environmental impacts. 

Thank you again for taking the time to write. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Lake 
Minister of Environment 


