
April 8, 2013 
 
Dear Councillors and Directors, I know that it is not necessary to tell you about the 
importance of a well protected domestic watershed.  We in Shawnigan are well aware 
of the quality of the CRD's water and the protections accorded to the Sooke Lake 
watershed next door.  Our watershed, significantly unprotected, has many challenges 
from development, logging, gravel quarries, recreation impacts and the septic 
discharges from settlement.  All these are being addressed but it will be a long slog to 
draw the watershed back from such an array of cumulative impacts. 
 
In this context it is hard to imagine a less helpful intervention in our watershed than the 
application by South Island Aggregates to site a contaminated soil facility in our 
headwaters or the haste to issue an enabling permit by the Ministry of Environment. 
 There is no engineered system that can promise watershed security for the 50 year life 
of the operation and certainly none for the hundreds of years beyond, when no agency 
will have the resources or the responsibility.  What we are about to experience is the 
sacrifice of a clear public interest for a whole community of seven thousand people to 
the financial interests of a single corporation. 
 
The Minister of Environment has emphasized the need for such a remediation facility 
because of the development of brownfield sites, many major ones in the CRD, that this 
would make possible.  We in the CVRD fully understand this requirement.  That is why 
we offered the Minister an opportunity to work collaboratively to find a location or 
locations within the CVRD that could be used as a contaminated soil facility but that 
does not compromise a community water supply.  We have had no response to that 
offer. 
 
Now we need help from our neighbours, particularly those who are so well positioned 
to understand the need to protect and enhance a major community water supply.  That 
is why members of our community have been approaching you to add your voices to 
our request to government to take a second look at this situation and to do the right 
thing before an irreversible mistake is made. 
 
A sincere thanks to you for considering the needs of your nearest watershed 
neighbour. 
 
Best Regards, 
Dr. Bruce Fraser 
Area Director for Shawnigan 
Cowichan Valley Regional District	  


