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CVRD Calls for a Moratorium on Contaminated Soils Relocation 

The Cowichan Valley Regional District’s Soils Relocation Sub-Committee is calling for an immediate 
moratorium on any further consideration of the South Island Aggregate’s (SIA) application to treat 
contaminated soils in the Shawnigan Lake area. 

This followed a meeting of the Sub-Committee that also recommended that the CVRD convene a public 
meeting about the SIA application “at its earliest convenience” in collaboration with the Minister of 
Environment.  Representatives of SIA, the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry and Energy and 
Mines will also be invited to attend. 

These recommendations to the full CVRD Board will be considered at its next regular meeting on 
June 13, 2012. 

CVRD Chair Rob Hutchins, who is also part of the Soils Relocation Sub-Committee, said committee 
members were deeply concerned that anxiety and fear about the SIA application in the community were 
running so high that it was time to push for a time-out. 

“We would like to see the Ministry of Environment extend the public consultation period on the SIA 
application until the end of November,” Hutchins said.  “Area residents right now are frustrated and don’t 
trust that their fears and concerns are being adequately heard.  We, at the Regional District, want to help 
with this process – that is why we will be convening an open public meeting as soon as it can be 
reasonably put together.” 

The CVRD is committed to keeping a detailed record at that public meeting of “the public questions 
asked, answers given and comments made be prepared and provided to the Statutory Decision Maker of 
the Ministry of Environment as part of the public submissions regarding the proposed quarry reclamation.” 

Hutchins said: “We are going to ensure that people have a safe and respectful environment within which 
to ask their questions and express their concerns.” 

The Sub-Committee is also asking the CVRD Board to endorse a call to “direct staff to monitor and 
pinpoint the siltation points of origin for Shawnigan Creek and once identified the results be forwarded to 
the appropriate Ministries for enforcement action.” 

The CVRD formed the Soils Relocation Sub-Committee because of growing concerns over what could be 
indiscriminate dumping of soil on at least 11 sites in the South Cowichan area.  The CVRD and the 
Ministry of Environment have started on a range of initiatives aimed at improving the regulatory processes 
governing soils movement and developing an atmosphere of assurance that ground water and 
watersheds are not being exposed to contamination. 

“We want to continue this work with the Ministry of Environment that would ultimately give local 
government a stronger role in soil relocation issues,” Hutchins said. 
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For Further Information Contact: 

Tom Anderson, General Manager, Planning & Development Department, Tel:  250.746.2601 


