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Dear Minister,

Re: Draft Ministry of Environment Permit to dump contaminated soil in
the Shawnigan Watershed.

I request that your government immediately halt any further action on the
issuance of a permit to dump contaminated industrial waste adjacent to the
Shawnigan Lake community watershed. To date, none of the key questions and
concerns raised by members of the community, independent consultants and
other parties reviewing this application have been adequately addressed.

Water is a critical issue for all communities. And in this case, the very viability of
Shawnigan Lake as a liveable community is at stake. Shawnigan Lake's essential
connection to clean uncontaminated water is at risk of being permanently
damaged.

The proposed industrial waste storage site borders Shawnigan Creek. Any
contaminated run-off from the site would quickly flow to the creek and
into Shawnigan Lake. The community is also extremely concerned about
potential contamination of groundwater in nearby aquifers near the site. Since
the lake is a licensed drinking water source this proposal puts thousands of
homeowners in a situation of economic and health risk if the water source is
fouled. While the proponent plans to build containment works, the community
remains concerned that they will be inadequate and that the risks of this specific
site cannot be properly mitigated. The public is also unconvinced that
containment assets will be properly monitored and maintained over time and after
the site is closed.

It is not just Shawnigan Lake's drinking water that is put at risk with the proposed
landfill. There are also many homes supplied with drinking water from



groundwater wells nearby and downstream from the site. There are 5 wells within
250 metres of the proposed landfill site. These drinking water wells could draw
water from beneath the proposed landfill site. Additionally, there are up to 10
more wells downstream from the landfill site. All of these wells could have their
water quality negatively impacted by the landfill.

It is outrageous to me that your government would not use an abundance of
precaution, exercise its due diligence and legal responsibilities to protect drinking
water and ensure that science-based questions and concerns are
answered. Sadly, I am not surprised with this government's lack of community
concern for water and watershed protection - we have seen this play out in far
too many communities all over British Columbia, where your government has
acted against the specific wishes of the community.

Minister, I urge you to do everything within your authority and discretion to
protect the drinking water supply of over 7,000 of my constituents. As the MLA
representing Shawnigan Lake residents, I urge you to immediately direct your
Ministry to address the community's outstanding concerns to fill in the science-
based modeling and knowledge gaps that to date have been ignored. I am
advised the province has failed to respond to concerns outlined
by Hydrologist D.A. Lowen has made his specific concerns available to your
government relating to the lack of protections proposed for the communities
drinking water and the integrity of the watershed.

His report contained the following recommendations, which have yet to be
addressed by the Ministry of the Environment:

Recommendations:

1. A comprehensive Environmental Impact Study must be completed before this
site could be approved for disposal. These kinds of studies are mandatory for
wastewater disposal which is a smaller risk than contaminated soil.

2. Construction of monitoring wells, aquifer testing, water quality sampling and
contaminant flow modeling should be undertaken to assess the suitability of this
site.

3. The site should have a leak detection system and a contamination containment
plan. Commonly contaminated groundwater is pumped out of the aquifer and
piped to a treatment plant. Naturally all these necessary risk reduction measures
are very costly therefore long-term financing plans would also be needed.

4. A cost-benefit analysis should be carried out to ensure that this proposal is
sustainable.
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I have attached the entire report for your immediate personal review, as I strongly
believe the community is entitled to a fulsome response and action on these
recommendations from your Ministry.

I look forward to hearing from you on a timely basis on this urgent matter and
informing my constituents of what actions you are willing or unwilling to take.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours Sincerely,

Bill Routley, MLA
Cowichan Valley

CC: Premier Christy Clark
Rob Fleming, MLA Swan Lake Environment Critic
Adrian Dix, Opposition Leader
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