
From: WWW ENVMail ENV:EX [mailto:WWW.ENVMail@gov.bc.ca]  Sent: May-07-13 9:38 AM To: 
ian.caesar@ccal.ca Subject: RE: South Island Aggregates application 
  
Reference:  189676 
  
May 7, 2013 
  
Ian and Barbara Caesar 
Email: ian.caesar@ccal.ca 
  
Dear Ian and Barbara Caesar: 
  
Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the South Island Aggregates / Cobble Hill Holdings Ltd. (SIA) application 
for a waste discharge authorization under the Environmental Management Act. As Assistant Deputy Minister responsible for the 
Environmental Protection Division, I am pleased to have this opportunity to respond. 
  
Contaminated soil is an unfortunate result of human activity and the Province has developed legislation to handle its treatment 
and discharge. The Ministry of Environment encourages property owners and developers to reuse suitable soils from 
contaminated sites. Relocated soils have been used to reclaim mine sites, to serve as fill for site consolidation and to provide 
landfill cover. 
  
The proposed waste discharge authorization currently under consideration would allow SIA to receive, treat, utilize and landfill 
contaminated soil and associated ash to the cavity created by an advancing hard rock quarry. This process is also intended to 
facilitate progressive reclamation of the mine as required under the Mines Act. 
  
The ministry recognizes the public’s concern around the management of contaminated soil, in particular the risk of contamination 
to surface water (in Shawnigan Lake and Shawnigan Creek) and contamination to groundwater. To ensure a thorough review of 
the application, appropriate level of treatment and adequate environmental protection, ministry staff have been in consultation 
with multiple agencies, including the Vancouver Island Health Authority as well as First Nations and community interest groups. 
  
On March 19, 2013, the ministry created a draft permit, which is for consultation purposes and does not authorize the discharge of 
waste. The draft permit proposes conditions to protect the receiving environment and includes stringent monitoring, inspection 
and reporting requirements. Ministry updates related to the draft permit will be posted online at 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/vanc_island/env-mgt/sia_permit.htm. 
  
In preparing the draft permit, the ministry has examined concerns about the risk of contamination and the potential impact on 
drinking water resources. Controls and conditions in the draft permit (such as site drainage design and water treatment systems) 
are proposed to ensure that water that has entered into contact with the soils would not be released until it has been treated and 
tested. Furthermore, the draft permit requires monitoring of Shawnigan Creek water quality both upstream and downstream of the 
discharge site. Any incidents of non-compliance with a permit would be reported to the ministry promptly and investigated by the 
Ministry of Environment. 
  
Staff have also considered risks to surface and groundwater resources (including impact to drinking water sources). All drinking 
water wells and surface water diversion points were identified and studied by ministry staff, the proponent and other agencies. It 
was found that all the drinking water wells and surface water diversions points were located either upgradient or at a safe distance 
from the proposed facility. The design of the soil treatment area is based on the most recent British Columbia Government 
technical guidelines and the draft permit requires extensive monitoring, both upstream and downstream of the site. Furthermore, 
the design of the landfill area includes double liners equipped with a leak detection and leachate collection system. 
  
On April 15, 2013, Dr. Perry Kendall, Provincial Medical Health Officer, in correspondence to the Deputy Minister of Health, 
pointed to the diverging expert opinions on risks to water quality from the SIA proposal as an area of concern and recommended a 
final independent review by a team of professionals. The objective of this review would be to build on the current information by 
providing more detailed evidence and assessment related to potential human health risks. It is important that we have all of the 
necessary facts before making a decision on the permit application. The Ministry of Environment is in communication with the 
local VIHA officials regarding a possible further health risk assessment in relation to the application. We will work closely with 
health officials as needed to make sure we have all the necessary information to inform the decision. Our ultimate objective is to 
ensure that the activities do not impair the environment or impact human health. 
  
All questions and comments received as part of the draft permit review/consultation process, including those you have submitted, 
will be considered when making the final decision. I assure you that should the ministry authorize a discharge permit, compliance 
with the permit would be verified by ministry staff on a regular basis. 
  



Additional comments regarding this application can be directed in writing to the ministry at 
EnvProtectResponseWestCoast@gov.bc.ca. 
  
Thank you again for taking the time to write. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Jim Standen 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Environmental Protection Division	  


