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CVRD Files Environmental Appeal Board Stay Application 
 

Duncan, BC – The Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD) has filed an application to the 
Environmental Appeal Board for a “stay” to stop South Island Aggregates (SIA) from beginning 
work on a contaminated soil remediation facility and landfill that was recently approved by the 
BC Ministry of Environment. “We are asking the Environmental Appeal Board to issue a stay to 
prevent SIA from doing any contaminated soil work until such time as the Appeal Board has 
heard the appeal and rendered a decision,” said Rob Hutchins, CVRD Board Chair. 

 
This action is in addition to the appeal launched by the CVRD to the Environmental Appeal 
Board asking that the permit issued to SIA be rescinded on the basis that (1), the proposal is 
sited at a location that may put the drinking water at risk of thousands of people who rely on the 
Shawnigan Watershed for potable water; (2), that the proposed contaminated soil remediation 
facility and landfill use is inconsistent with CVRD zoning bylaws; and (3), the CVRD believes 
that local government land use regulations should apply when considering where facilities like 
this are sited. 
  
The CVRD has also asked it’s legal representatives to seek a declaration from the BC Supreme 
Court confirming the regional district’s authority to enforce zoning restrictions on the SIA 
property that prohibit the use proposed by SIA. Because contaminated soil is regulated by the 
Province, many believe that the Province’s regulations supersede those of the regional district 
when it comes to regulating contaminated soil activities. The CVRD has been told by the 
Province that local land use regulations are not considered in the Province's decisions to locate 
contaminated soil remediation facilities as it is up to the private property owner to ensure they 
are in compliance.  “The CVRD is now seeking a ruling by the Court to ensure that local zoning 
bylaws are respected,” said Hutchins. He added, “We had hoped that the SIA permit would have 
been rejected on compelling environmental grounds, however since the Ministry of Environment 
has approved the permit, we feel we have no option but to pursue this matter on legal grounds. 
We can leave no stone unturned in our efforts to protect the drinking water of thousands of 
people in Shawnigan Lake”.  
  
The CVRD has taken an active role in attempting to block SIA from proceeding with the 
contaminated soil remediation facility and landfill on Stebbings Road.  In a letter to SIA dated 
March 9, 2011, former CVRD Board Chair Gerry Giles wrote to SIA informing them that the 
storage, placement and treatment of contaminated soil was not permitted on their property.  
“Regardless of your dealings with the Ministry of Environment, the  CVRD  does  not  
recognize  this use as lawful  and  does  not  conform  to  the applicable permitted land use,”  
wrote Giles. 
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On July 12, 2012, the CVRD hosted a public meeting at the Kerry Park Arena attended by more 
than 300 local residents who were overwhelmingly opposed to the SIA application.  Public views 
and opinions expressed at that meeting were collected and collated by the CVRD and 
forwarded to the Ministry of Environment. 

“We believe there is compelling environmental and land use grounds to have the proposal 
stopped,” Hutchins said.  “We have heard from the community and we believe that placing a 
contaminated soil remediation facility and landfill in a drinking water watershed is risky and 
unnecessary”.   

Hutchins said the CVRD will continue to collaborate with the Shawnigan Residents’ Association, 
which has also launched an appeal of the SIA permit.  “Like the Residents’ Association, we want 
to make sure that efforts are not duplicated and that together we put the very best possible case 
and arguments forward,” said Hutchins. 
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