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September 24, 2013 
 
 
Honourable Christy Clark, 
P.O. Box 9041, 
Stn. Prov. Government, 
Victoria, B.C. V8V 9E1 
 
Dear Premier, 
 

I am very conscious of the fact that this letter may never reach you or indeed that it 
may just be another one of hundreds that come your way. I am compelled to write about the 
opportunity that has been created by the very unfortunate sequence of events involving the 
Shawnigan Lake watershed and SIA. I do not need to go into the technicalities as I’m sure you 
can be, or will be, well briefed by others, but I do think that there is a leadership opportunity 
and, not surprisingly, that is always of great interest to many of us. 

 
The organization that I have the privilege to lead is the biggest employer in this area 

and enjoys an increasingly significant international reputation for excellence in education. As 
you can imagine, there would be a potentially significant economic impact to any adverse 
publicity about a contaminated watershed for this community. That, however, pales in 
comparison to the seriousness of the very real human threat that exists to the health and well 
being of the families in this area if the present plans go ahead. It seems intolerable and 
absolutely unacceptable in these times of enlightened environmental awareness for a series of 
bureaucratic steps to sweep aside common sense and the very real concerns of desperately 
worried parents of young families. That is why an opportunity exists. 

 
The Liberal Government of BC could show even greater leadership in environmental 

protection, in contrast to that not being shown by our Federal Government, and could 
intervene to show that common sense, founded in sound human judgment, should always 
prevail. Water may well be one of the major issues of the next twenty years and a 
party/government that has the foresight to acknowledge that fact should attract a lot of 
positive attention. As a perennial Liberal voter, I would be proud if you as the leader could 
reconsider what is happening in this area with this whole issue. Everyone is looking for 
politicians who ‘walk the talk’ when it comes to that most profound of challenges – the safety 
and health of any of British Columbia’s citizens - and I submit that we have a potentially very 
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serious, if not tragic, mistake about to be made in Shawnigan Lake. Among the many aspects 
of this whole situation that I am missing, I fail miserably to be convinced that there can ever 
be any justification for putting contaminated soil up high at all, given what happens with 
water and gravity. 

 
Among the many things I have learned about leadership, I would place the quality of 

courage right up there, as would you no doubt. Now, would be a perfect time to show that 
quality to the British Columbians of Shawnigan Lake. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of my request. My best wishes, 
          
      

   


