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Oct 4, 2006 - South Island 
Aggregates Ltd (SIA) receives 
a Quarry Permit (Q-8-094) 
from the Ministry of  Energy 
and Mines (MEM) for Lot 23, 
a property on Stebbings Road, 
owned by Cobble Hill Hold-
ings Ltd (CHH).  Both SIA and 
CHH are owned and managed 
by Mike Kelly and Marty Block.
Mar, Apr, 2007 - SIA receives 
letters from the Ministry of  
Environment (MOE) and the 
Cowichan Valley Regional 
District (CVRD) stating viola-
tions of  the Environmental 
Management Act and CVRD 
bylaws with regard to receiving, 
stockpiling and burning large 
piles of  land clearing debris at 
the Stebbings Road location.

Jul 15, 2008 - SIA applies for 
another MEM Quarry Permit 
(G-8-331) for Lot 21, the parcel 
immediately to the north of  Lot 
23.  This property is owned 
by a numbered company 
(0782484 BC Ltd) also owned 
and managed by Mike Kelly 
and Marty Block.

Apr 9, 2009 - CVRD receives 
complaints about illegal dump-
ing, encroachment onto CVRD 
parkland, and violation of  the 
restrictive covenant protecting 
Shawnigan Creek.

Oct 29, 2010 - Highly toxic soil 
laced with perchloroethylene 
(PERC) is illegally dumped on 
Lot 21.  Active Earth is con-
sulted with regards to resolving 
the problem.  Over the next two 
years there are numerous let-
ters from the Province and the 
CVRD requiring SIA/CHH 
to deal with the PERC mate-
rial which is in gross violation 
of  MOE, MEM and CVRD 
regulations.  In April 2012, the 
PERC soil was relocated to Lot 
23 where it still sits, a few metres 
from Shawnigan Creek.

Oct 12, 2011 - SIA submits a 
“pre-application” to MOE for a 
Permit to receive contaminated 
waste on Lot 23.  A draft Tech-
nical Assessment Report is 
provided by Active Earth.  
This starts a six month 
dialogue between MOE, SIA 
and Active Earth with no 
public consultation.

May 9, 2012 - Public Notice 
of  formal application to MOE 
with an interim Technical As-
sessment Report provided by 
Active Earth.
May, Jun, 2012 - Shawnigan 
Creek Protection Association 
and other groups start public 
awareness campaign.
Jun 21, 2012 - SIA President, 
Mike Kelly, and Malahat Chief, 
Michael Harry, sign confidential 
agreement where Malahat First 
Nation will support SIA appli-
cation in return for SIA favours.
May 31, 2012 - SIA and Ac-
tive Earth host an Open House 
at the Shawnigan Lake Com-
munity Centre.
Jul 12, 2012 - The CVRD 
hosts a Public Meeting at Kerry 
Park with MOE, MEM, SIA 
and Active Earth.
Sep 11, 2012 - OPCO 
(0949812 BC Ltd) is incorporat-
ed with Michael Kelly, Martin 
Block, Mathew Pye and David 
Mitchell as Directors.
Sep 23, 2012 - The “Lowen 
Report” is released which ques-
tions the credibility of  Active 
Earth’s technical assessment of  
with regard to site suitability 
and hydrogeology.
Nov 29, 2012 - Dennis Lowen 
presents his report at the SRA 
AGM Meeting.
Jan 3, 2013 - Jeff Taylor of  
Active Earth sends an email to 
Mike Kelly and Marty Block 
which references those opposed 
to the SIA Permit as “a small 
vocal group of  f**king retards”.

Feb 14, 2013 - The undisclosed 
OPCO profit sharing agree-
ment is signed by Mike Kelly 
of  SIA/CHH and Matthew 
Pye of  Active Earth.  Profits are 
to be split 50/50.  The MOE 
Permit is to be issued to CHH 
but will be owned by OPCO.  

Mar 19, 2013 - MOE issues a 
Draft Permit which is the first 
time the public is informed 
of  the wide array of  highly 
toxic contaminants that will be 
permitted.

Aug 21, 2013 - MOE issues 
the final Permit (PR-105809).

Aug, Sep, 2013  - SRA, 
CVRD, and others file Notices 
of  Appeal to the Environmental 

Appeal Board.
Sep, Oct, 2013 - SRA and 
CVRD file for a Stay of  the 
Permit.
Nov 15, 2013 - EAB grants the 
Stay.
Dec 24, 2013 - SIA/CHH 
apply to vary the Stay in order 
to fulfill four contracts to accept 
contaminated material.
Feb 11, 2014 - EAB grants the 
application to vary the Stay.
Mar 3, 2014 - EAB Hearing 
on the merits of  the appeals 
commences.
Jul 26, 2014 - EAB Hearing 
ends.
Mar 20, 2015 - EAB decision 
dismisses appeals and upholds 
SIA/CHH Permit.
Apr, 2015 - Public scrutiny fo-
cusses on the remarkable history 
of  SIA/CHH violations and 
non-compliance.  There is par-
ticular interest in contaminants 
on Lot 21 and encroachment 
onto CVRD parkland from 
both Lot 21 and Lot 23.
Apr 16, 2015 - A delega-
tion (Sonia Furstenau, Calvin 
Cook, Steve Housser, David 
Robertson, Dr. Bill Moulaison, 
Rod MacIntosh) visits Minister 
Polak.  The Ministry agrees to 
sample the SIA/CHH site for 
existing contaminants.
Apr 18, 2015 - Dr. Andrew 
Weaver releases results of  water 
analysis leaching from Lot 21.  
Alarming levels of  iron and 
manganese are found.
Apr 20, 2015 - South Island 
Resource Management (SIRM) 
is incorporated.  This entity is 
evidently intended to carry out 
operational management on 
Lot 23.  Resources, personnel 
and equipment from Allterra 
Construction appear to be 
involved.
May 13, 2015 - A public rally 
is held at the Legislature to op-
pose the Permit and the EAB 
decision.  A 15,000 signature 
petition is presented to the Leg-
islative Assembly.
May 19, 2015 - The SRA 
files an application with the 
Supreme Court for a Judicial 
Review of  the EAB decision.
May 20, 2015 - The CVRD 
announces it will be proceeding 

with its petition to the BC Su-
preme Court to enforce Zoning 
Bylaw 985 against SIA.
Jun 16, 2015 - A protest rally 
is held on Stebbings Road, near 
the SIA entrance, with Eliza-
beth May and other notable 
politicians in attendance.
Jul 7, 2015 - An anonymous 
whistleblower provides a copy 
of  the secret OPCO profit-shar-
ing agreement between SIA/
CHH and Active Earth.
Jul 9, 2015 - The SRA files an 
application with the Supreme 
Court for several actions based 
on apparent fraud and perjury 
revealed by the OPCO agree-
ment.
Jul 16, 2015 - Dr. Andrew 
Weaver releases his results of  
sediment analysis leaching from 

Lot 21.  Serious concerns about 
thorium, lead and other heavy 
metals are identified.

Jul 16, 2015 - The CVRD 
hosts a Public Meeting at Kerry 
Park where MOE presents their 
analysis of  surficial sampling 
on both Lot 21 and Lot 23.  No 
serious problems were iden-
tified.  There are calls for 
more comprehensive testing.  
The Ministry agrees to look 
at Dr. Weaver’s results and 
decide whether more testing 
is warranted.

Jul 23, 2015 - Supreme Court 
Justice Keith Bracken orders 
SIA/CHH and Active Earth 
provide access to computers 
so hard-drives can be copied.  
Remainder of  ruling scheduled 
for Aug 14.

A brief  history of  the SIA Permit
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The last few weeks have seen 
a major escalation of  activity 
at the SIA/SIRM quarry site 
where contaminated waste is 
being dumped as sanctioned by 
a permit issued by the Ministry 
of  Environment.  The commu-
nity’s response has also intensi-
fied.  Last August we printed 
“A Brief  History of  the SIA 
Permit”.  This article continues 
near where that piece left off 
and covers June to November, 
2015.

Jun-Oct: South Island 
Resource Management Ltd 
(SIRM), an offspring of  Allterra 
Ltd, is recently incorporated 
and is under contract to Cobble 
Hill Holdings Ltd (CHH) to 
operate the contaminated 
waste dump on Lot 23.  CHH 
ownership includes Mike Kelly 
and Marty Block.  CHH is the 
official owner of  the MOE 
Permit.

There is a flurry of  activ-
ity at the site as SIRM makes 
costly improvements.  Industry 
professionals are employed and 
a website is published; they 
clearly want to prove they can 
do the job right.  There is much 
at stake with pending CVRD 

and SRA litigation.  It also 
appears that SIRM wants to 
quickly be operational in order 
to offset expenditures and make 
it harder to undo what’s been 
done.

The community pays close 
attention.  There is a prevalent 
opinion that even though the 
SIRM operation is an improve-
ment over SIA, they will never 
overcome an unacceptable 
site location nor the legacy of  
mistrust due to the actions and 
deceptions of  SIA/CHH and 
Active Earth.

Jul 7: An anonymous whis-
tleblower provides a copy of  
the secret OPCO profit-sharing 
agreement between SIA/CHH 
and Active Earth.

Jul 9: The SRA files an 
application with the Supreme 
Court for several actions based 
on apparent fraud and perjury 
revealed by the OPCO agree-
ment and other documents.

Jul 23: Supreme Court Jus-
tice Keith Bracken orders that 
SIA/CHH and Active Earth 
provide access to computers 
so relevant documents can be 
obtained.

Aug 6: The Association 
of  Professional Engineers & 

Geoscientists of  BC starts an 
investigation into complaints 
filed about the conduct of  Ac-
tive Earth engineers Matt Pye, 
David Kneale, Jeff Taylor and 
David Mitchell.

Sep 2: An RCMP investiga-
tion starts regarding the actions 
of  Michael Harry, former 
Malahat First Nation Chief.  
Criminal Code Sections 122 
and 426 may have been vio-
lated by Chief  Harry’s conduct 
in taking “commissions”, and 
also by the landfill operators 
who offered them, in return for 
Malahat support of  the SIA 
Permit.

Oct 4: Environment Minister 
Mary Polak states: “the ministry 
remains confident that the Permit 
and accompanying conditions make it 
perfectly safe.”

Nov 2: The CVRD zoning 
challenge begins in Supreme 
Court.  A CVRD news release 
says: “CVRD legal counsel will 
present arguments and evidence to 
support the CVRD’s position that the 
facilities at the South Island Aggre-
gates’ quarry in Shawnigan Lake are 
not permitted uses under the zoning 
for the property.”  Unfinished at 
the end of  the week, the case 
is rescheduled to continue Nov 
23rd.

Nov 6: The SRA files 
another application with 
the Supreme Court seeking, 
among other things, a stay of  
the Permit.  The initial ap-
plication will be heard Dec 7.  
More court time is expected to 
be scheduled for two week in 
January.  A 436 page affidavit is 
attached which contains some 
outrageous material.  Examples 
include:

Dec 18, 2012 email from 
David Mitchell of  Ac-
tive Earth to Mike Kelly, 
Marty Block and other AE 
engineers: 

“Heading into the final week before 
X-Mas, I thought we should touch 
base to see where MOE is at with 
everything.  Has anybody talked 
with Luc or Hubert in the past 
week or so? Are we still on for a X-
Mas present under the tree?”

Note that Luc Lachance and 
Hubert Bunce signed off on 
the Permit for the Ministry of  
Environment (MOE).

Feb 5, 2014 email from 
Marty Block to Active 
Earth engineers (typos 
fixed):

“… I think we are also in agree-
ment that the cost at the receiving site 
and fees to First Nations must also be 

paid.  I am hopeful that in the future 
we won’t have to deal with First Na-
tions but, that being said, we must be 
in agreement that they get paid first, in 
fact they normally hit us up before the 
damn job even starts, for example, we 
sent them to Vegas for New Years that 
was on the hope they would still allow 
us in, which they did of  course and 
all is fine.”

Nov 9: Activity at Lot 23 
increases dramatically.  Con-
voys of  trucks are dumping 
material directly onto the liner 
from an embankment.  Large 
excavators and a bulldozer are 
working the material with, what 
appears to be, significant risk to 
the integrity of  the liner.

In response to protester activ-
ity CHH and SIRM file an 
application with the Supreme 
Court seeking restraining 
orders against Shelagh Bell-
Irving, Shawna Green and 
Persons Unknown.  A separate 
civil claim is also filed seeking 
damages and citing interfer-
ence with commercial activities, 
nuisance, and civil conspiracy.  
From the associated affidavits 
it is revealed that SIRM has 
a major contract to receive 
60,000 tonnes of  contaminated 
material that is being barged to 
Nanaimo and then trucked to 
the SIRM site at 460 Stebbings 
Road.

Nov 12: In provincial 
Supreme Court, Justice Gaul 
and a packed gallery listened to 
several hours of  argument from 
John Alexander (lawyer for 
CHH/SIRM) about what a se-
rious threat the protesters were.  
Ms. Bell-Irving was singled out 
as a particular danger.  Unrep-
resented, she asked for a two 
week adjournment in order to 
seek counsel.  This was granted 
along with an interim injunc-
tion restraining the defendants.  
The case is scheduled to resume 
Dec 3rd.

Nov 13:  Friday the 13th for 
SIRM – a cold and wet day 
- dump-trucks and protesters 

SIA – The sordid saga continues
Shawnigan’s Apocalypse Now

Truck off the edge
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